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Diary 
Bargain buys may 
double Merchant ? 

A phone call to veteran 
leisure industry investor 
Robert Breare to tell him 
that no fewer than four 
pubs operated by his 
company Merchant Inns 
are placed in the top 10 of 
the industry's best pubs, as 
voted for by a pool of 
hundreds of industry 
professionals on a list 
compiled by the Morning 
Advertiser. Breare is, 
naturally, delighted. And 
there's a signal that the pub 
market is offering bargains 
- he reports that he thinks 
Merchant Inns can double 
in size by the end of the 
year. 
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